Taurine flux in chicken erythrocytes.
1. The intracellular taurine concentration in chick erythrocytes increased with age. 2. Erythrocyte taurine influx and efflux rates increased with age. 3. Erythrocyte taurine influx decreased when the extracellular sodium concentration was below normal physiological concentrations. 4. Under hypo-osmotic conditions, taurine efflux from erythrocytes increased. 5. The data suggest that chick erythrocyte taurine metabolism changes during early post-hatch development and that one taurine function may be as an osmoregulator.